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E.O. 1I652N/A 
TAGS: TECH, ENRG, GW 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION AGAINST GERMAN NUCLEAR 
REACTOR AT GROHNDE 

1. SUMMARY. TO THE REPORTED SURPRISE OE THE STATE 
AUTHORITIES OE LOWER SAXONY A PEACEEUL DEMONSTRATION 
OF SOME 10000 NUCLEAR OPPONENTS AGAINST THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A NUCLEAR REACTOR AT GROHNDE EVOLVED 
INTO A VIOLENT CLASH WITH POLICE FORCES. THIS 
INCIDENT MARKS ANOTHER IMPORTANT STEP IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE NUCLEAR OPPOSITION IN THE FRG, BECAUSE 

THIS WAS THE FIRST LARGE DEMONSTRATION - AND THE 
FIRST VIOLENT PROTEST - AGAINST A REACTOR IN AN 
ADVANCED CONSTRUCTION STATE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FIRST PARTIAL CONSTRUCTION LICENSE EOR THIS 
I360-EMW PRESSURIZED WATER REACTOR WAS ISSUED 
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TO KRAFTWERK UNION (KWU) ON JUNE 8,1976. IT 
APPROVED THE SITE SELECTION, THE SITE CONCEPT, 

THE REACTOR CONTAINMENT DESIGN INCLUDING THE 
SAEETY VESSEL, ALL RACTOR AUXILIARY COMPONENTS 
AND THE SWITCH PLANT. CONSTRUCTION WORK PROCEEDED 
ACCORDING TO THE SCHEDULE AND THE SECOND PARTIAL 
LICENSE IS EXPECTED FOR SPRING 1977. FIRST 
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OFFICIAL COMMENTS SEE NO DELAY IN THE SCHEDULE 
BECAUSE OE THE RECENT INCIDENT AND CONEIRM 1981 
AS THE STARTING DATE. 

3. MASS MEDIA GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO THE 
EVENTS AT GROHNDE WHICH IS SITUATED IN SOUTHERN 
LOWER SAXONY NEAR THE CITY OF HAMELN. FOR 
SATURDAY MARCH 19 TWO INDEPENDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
HAD BEEN APPROVED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES: ONE 

BY THE REGIONAL CITIZENS' INITIATIVE ORGANIZATION 
AND ANOTHER BY THE RADICAL COMMUNIST EEDERATION 
OE WEST GERMANY (KBW). ACCORDING TO MEDIA 
COMMENT THE RALLY OE THE CITIZENS' INITIATIVE 
WAS SLOWLY INEILTRATED BY KBW GROUPS. AT NOON SOME 
10000 DEMONSTRATORS APPROACHED THE NEARBY REACTOR. 
UPON ARRIVAL ABOUT 2000 "ACTIVISTS" BEGAN CUTTING 
THE BARBED WIRE EENCE SURROUNDING THE REACTOR 
AND TORE DOWN ENTRANCE GATES FOLLOWING AN 
OBVIOUSLY LONG PREPARED, VERY DETAILED PLAN. SOME 
4500 POLICEMEN HAD TO OVERCOME STRONG AND 
VIOLENT RESISTANCE TO PROTECT THE CONSTRUCTION SITE 
EROM COMPLETE DEMOLITION. ON SUNDAY REPAIR WORK 
STARTED AND IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT ROUTINE 
CONSTRUCTION WORK WOULD RESUME ON MONDAY. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: 

THIS INCIDENT STANDS IN MARKED CONTRAST TO THE 
MOST RECENT DEMONSTRATIONS AT BROKDORF AND 
GORLEBEN WHERE PEACEFUL NUCLEAR OPPONENTS 
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PREVENTED RADICAL GROUPS PROM VIOLENCE. 
PARTICULARLY ALTER THE LATTER CASE POLITICIANS 
HAD EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THIS TYPE OF MASSIVE 
AND DETERMINED, BUT NONETHELESS PEACEPUL, 
DEMONSTRATION WOULD OPEN A DOOR POR A NEW WAY 
TO ACHIEVE UNDERSTANDING. IT SEEMS DOUBTFUL IF 
THE PROBLEM CAN BE SO EASILY SOLVED NOW THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF LOWER SAXONY HAS BECOME A VICTIM 
OP ITS OWN LACK OP CAUTION. 

STOESSEL 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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